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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to
simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the
following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

[ ]   Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17
      CFR 230.425)

[ ]   Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17
      CFR 240.14a-12)

[ ]   Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the
      Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

[ ]   Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the
      Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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ITEM 1.01. ENTRY INTO A MATERIAL DEFINITIVE AGREEMENT.
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      On December 27, 2004 Gartner, Inc., a Delaware corporation ("Gartner")
announced it has entered into an Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of
December 26, 2004 (the "Merger Agreement"), by and among Gartner, Green Falcon,
Inc., a Delaware corporation and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Gartner ("Sub")
and META Group, Inc., a Delaware corporation ("META") pursuant to which Sub will
be merged with and into META (the "Merger"), with META surviving the Merger as a
wholly owned subsidiary of Gartner. The aggregate value of the transaction is
approximately $162 million. The purchase price will be paid in cash at closing.

      The transaction has been approved by both companies' boards of directors
and is subject to the approval of META's stockholders, regulatory approvals and
customary closing conditions.

      The foregoing description of the Merger and the Merger Agreement is
qualified in its entirety by reference to the Merger Agreement, a copy of which
is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.1 and incorporated herein by reference.

ITEM 9.01. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS.

(c) Exhibits

2.1   Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of December 26, 2004, by and among
Gartner, Green Falcon, Inc. and META.

99.1  Press Release, dated December 27, 2004, announcing the Merger.

                                   SIGNATURES

      Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                         GARTNER, INC.

                                         By:    /s/ Christopher Lafond
                                         --------------------------------------
                                         Christopher Lafond
                                         Executive Vice President,
                                         Chief Financial Officer

Date:  December 27, 2004
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